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The project consists of indoor cannabis cultivation on approximately 35 acres of previously disturbed land surrounded by properties with cultivated and uncultivated agricultural fields, as
well as disturbed but undeveloped lands. The 35-acre project site is part of a 47-acre lease agreement between the City of Lemoore and the project applicant. The lease agreement
includes an additional 12-acre parcel located just north of the project site. However, no activity is being proposed on the 12-acre site at this time and any future uses will be subject to
further environmental analysis under CEQA. The project requires a lease agreement between the City of Lemoore and the project applicant for cannabis cultivation activities on the
proposed 35-acre project site and approval of a Project Development Agreement by the Lemoore City Council. The project site has a City of Lemoore General Plan land use designation
of Light Industrial and is within the ML (Light Industrial) zone district, which allows for the indoor cultivation of cannabis (Lemoore Municipal Code 4-8-4.A.1). The project also requires all
the necessary cannabis-related permits issued by the State of California. As proposed, the project proposes to conduct indoor cannabis cultivation within steal hoop houses and includes
a cargo container that will have an office area, house the computerized irrigation and security monitoring system, and stock tanks.
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Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.13 - Noise
Would the project result in:
a. Exposure of persons to, or generate, noise
levels in excess of standards established in a
local general plan or noise ordinance or [ O X [
applicable standards of other agencies?
b. Exposure of persons to or generate
excessive  groundborne vibration or ] ] X ]
groundborne noise levels?
C. For a project located within the vicinity of a
private airstrip, would the project expose [] ] X []

people residing or working in the project
area to excessive noise levels?

Discussion

Impact #3.4.13a - Would the project result in exposure of persons to, or generate, noise
levels in excess of standards established in a local general plan or noise ordinance or
applicable standards of other agencies?

There are two industrial zones in Lemoore with the potential to cause noise hazards. The
first is located south of lona Avenue along both sides of 19th Avenue, and the second is
located north of the San Joaquin Railroad tracks and west of SR 41. Activities carried out in
both areas are primarily related to food processing and light manufacturing. At full buildout
of the General Plan, more industries are expected to locate in both areas, adding to the
number of noise sources. To the west of the project is the Lemoore Raceway, which would
generate noise levels when racing event occur.

To minimize noise impacts to surrounding residents, industrial uses are usually separated
from residential areas by a road or other physical element. The amount of noise present will
depend on the type of industrial activity carried out and is not expected to be as severe as
noise from vehicular traffic or airplanes (City of Lemoore, 2008).

The City of Lemoore Municipal Code, Chapter 6-Noise, provides the following:

e Sec 5.6.1.B - This chapter shall be applicable to all uses and activities conducted within
the City except for industrial uses and activities conducted in industrial zones.
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The closest residential neighborhood is located .75 miles northeast of the project site. As
stated in the General Plan - “The amount of noise present will depend on the type of
industrial activity carried out and is not expected to be as severe as noise from vehicular
traffic or airplanes.”

Construction-related noise levels and activities will be temporary and intermittent. Minimal
equipment is expected to be used during construction of the project. Additionally, traffic and
the various other noises generally associated with construction activities will be temporary
and only take place during daylight hours. In addition, the construction-related noise will be
intermittent and cease once the proposed project is completed.

Project construction would generate temporary increases in noise levels. Title 5, Chapter 6
of the City’s Municipal Code establishes regulations and enforcement procedures for noise
generated in the City. The regulations do not apply to the operation on days other than
Sunday of construction equipment or of a construction vehicle, or the performance on days
other than Sunday of construction work, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.,
provided that all required permits for the operation of such construction equipment or
construction vehicle or the performance of such construction work have been obtained from
the appropriate City department (Lemoore Municipal Code 5-6-1-C.4).

Therefore, the project would not result in the exposure of persons to or generate noise levels
more than existing levels and would not exceed standards established in a local general plan
or noise ordinance or applicable standards of other agencies. Impacts would be less than
significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.13b - Would the project result in exposure of persons to or generate excessive
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

The proposed project is expected to create temporary groundborne vibration as a result of
the construction activities (during site preparation). According to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration, vibration is sound radiated through the
ground. The rumbling sound caused by the vibration is called groundborne noise. The
ground motion caused by vibration is measured as particle velocity in inches per second and
is referenced as vibration decibels (VdB). The background vibration velocity level in
residential areas is usually around 50 VdB. A list of typical vibration-generating equipment
is shown in Table 3.4.13-1.
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Table 3.4.13-1
Different Levels of Groundborne Vibration

Vibration Velocity Level Equipment Type
94 VdB Vibratory roller
87 VdB Large bulldozer
87 VdB Caisson drilling
86 VdB Loaded trucks
58 VdB Small bulldozer

Source: (Federal Transit Administration, 2006)
Note: 25 feet from the corresponding equipment

The vibration velocity level threshold of perception for humans is approximately 65 VdB. A
vibration velocity level of 75 VdB is the approximate dividing line between barely
perceptible and distinctly perceptible levels for many people.

Typical outdoor sources of perceptible groundborne vibration are construction equipment
and traffic on rough roads. For example, if a roadway is smooth, the groundborne vibration
from traffic is rarely perceptible.

Typically, groundborne vibration generated by construction activity attenuates rapidly with
distance from the source of the vibration. Therefore, vibration issues are generally confined
to distances of less than 500 feet (U.S. Department of Transportation, 2005). There are no
schools located within the surrounding area of the proposed project site. Potential sources
of temporary vibration during construction of the proposed project would be minimal and
would include transportation and use of equipment to the site.

Construction activity would include various site preparation and site cleanup work.
Construction would not involve the use of equipment that would cause high groundborne
vibration levels such as pile-driving or blasting.

Once constructed, the proposed project would not have any components that would generate
high vibration levels. Thus, construction and operation of the proposed project would not
result in any vibration and impacts would be less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.13c - For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport
land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport
or public use airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?
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There are no public airports within two miles of the project site. The Naval Air Station
Lemoore (NASL) runways are located 7.5 miles to the west of the project site. The closest
public airport is the Hanford Municipal Airport, located approximately 10.0 miles east of the
project. The project is not within an airport land use compatibility plan area. There is no
adopted airport land use plan that includes the City of Lemoore.

The City Zoning Ordinance established an NASL overlay zone as provided in this article shall
apply to those properties as designated on the zoning map, generally west of State Route 41
and south of the city limits, which fall in the military influence area (MIA) (Ord. 2013-05, 2-
6-2014) (City of Lemoore, 2019). The project is within the Overlay III area, which
experiences aircraft noise less than 65 decibels (<65 dB CNEL). Development located within
Overlay III of the NASL overlay zone are required to be constructed so as to attain an indoor
noise level of 45 decibels (45 dB CNEL). Therefore, there will be a less-than-significant
impact.

MITIGATION MEASURES
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less- than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.14 - POPULATION AND HOUSING

Would the project:

a. Induce substantial population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by
proposing new homes and businesses) or ] ] X ]
indirectly (for example, through extension of
roads or other infrastructure)?

b. Displace substantial numbers of existing
housing, necessitating the construction of ] ] ] X
replacement housing elsewhere?

Discussion

Impact #3.4.14a —- Would the project induce substantial population growth in an area, either
directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example,
through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

The project site is zoned ML (Light Industrial), and includes cannabis cultivation within
hoops houses, an office, an accessory cargo container and stock tanks. The project does not
include new dwelling units and would not induce population growth in the area. Any
potential for population growth, due to the employment opportunities associated with the
project, is not substantial relative to the total population of the City of Lemoore. According
the California Department of Finance estimate, the City’s population was 26,257 in 2019.
The City anticipates a 3.1 percent annual increase in population, with an estimated
population of 34,719 in 2025 and 47,115 by 2035 (City of Lemoore, 2017).

Therefore, any population growth resulting from new employment opportunities will be
minimal, which will result in less-than-significant impacts.

All onsite improvements will be completed in compliance with applicable General Plan and
Municipal Code requirements. The Lemoore General Plan includes policies to limit
development only to areas inside an urban boundary around the city. Any growth
inducement could only occur on lands that are designated and have been evaluated for urban
development. Therefore, the impact would be less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE
Impacts would be /less than significant.

Impact #3.4.14b - Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing housing,
necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

The proposed project would not require demolition of any housing, as the project site is
currently undeveloped land zoned for Light Industrial uses. Therefore, there would be no
need to construct replacement housing elsewhere. There would be no impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

There would be no impact.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.15 - PuBLIC SERVICES
Would the project:
a. Result in substantial adverse physical
impacts associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental facilities,
need for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable
service ratios, response times, or to other
performance objectives for any of the public
services:
i Fire protection? |:| |:| |Z |:|
ii. Police protection? ] ] X ]
iii. Schools? O [ X O
iv. Parks? ] O] X O]
v.  Other public facilities? ] ] X ]

Discussion

Impact #3.4.15a(i) - Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times, or to other performance objectives for any of the public services - fire protection?

The Lemoore Volunteer Fire Department (LVFD) has operated as an all-volunteer
department since 1921. The LVFD includes one Chief, two Assistant Chiefs, four Crew
Captains, seven Engineers, 11 Emergency Medical Technicians, one paid part-time Secretary,
and one paid full-time maintenance worker. The department covers an area of
approximately nine square miles, with Mutual Aid Agreements with Kings County Fire,
Hanford City Fire, and Naval Air Station Lemoore.
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Table 3.4.15-1
Fire Service Existing and Future Demand

Existing (2006) Demand Buildout (2030)
Staffing 35 volunteers 72 volunteers
Facilities 2 3
(City of Lemoore, 2008)

Construction and operation of the proposed project would not be expected to result in an
increase in demand of fire protection services leading to the construction of new or
physically altered facilities. Fire suppression support is provided by the City of Lemoore
Volunteer Fire Department (LVFD), which has two fire stations and the closest station to the
project site is located at 210 Fox Street, approximately three miles northeast of the project
site.

The project site plan is approximately 35 acres in area and includes cannabis cultivation
within hoop houses, an accessory cargo container and stock tanks. The project does not
include new dwelling units and would not induce population growth in the area. Therefore,
the project will not result in significant environmental impacts related to acceptable service
ratios, response times, or to other performance objectives fire protection services.

The City of Lemoore will ensure that construction activities would be in accordance with
local and State fire codes. Fire protection services are adequately planned for within the
City’s General Plan through policies to ensure the City maintains Fire Department
performance and response standards by allocating the appropriate resources. The project
applicant is responsible for constructing any infrastructure needed to serve the project and
pay the appropriate impact fees, which would reduce impacts to fire protection to less-than-
significant levels.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.15a(ii) - Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times, or to other performance objectives for any of the public services - police protection?

The Police Department has a staff of 31 sworn peace officers and seven civilian staff
members. There are 30 vehicles assigned to the department.
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The Police Department currently operates at a ratio of 1.33 officers per thousand residents,
which is lower than the Western U.S. average of 1.5 officers per one thousand residents
reported by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Average response times in 2006 averaged
between 2.1 to 6.1 minutes depending on the priority type. Response times and the ability of
the Police Department to provide acceptable levels of service are contingent on increasing
staffing levels, sworn and civilian, consistent with resident population increase and the
population of visitors, merchants, schools, and shoppers with the department’s service area.

Table 3.4.15-2
Police Service Existing and Future Demand

Existing (2006) Demand Buildout (2030)
Sworn Officers 31 64

Population 23,390 48,250
(City of Lemoore, 2008)

The City’s police station is located at 657 Fox Street, approximately 3.3 miles northeast of
the project site.

The project will not increase the local population or add additional streets into the police
patrol network and will not result in significant environmental impacts related to acceptable
service ratios, response times, or to other performance objectives police protection services.
The project proposes to have onsite security monitoring equipment, and the site will be
secured by an eight-foot chain link fence topped with three strands of barbed wire. In
addition, the were will be 24 /7 security personnel onsite. These project design features will
reduce the impacts to the City police department.

To ensure that there will be no impacts to public protection services, the project developer
is required to pay appropriate impact fees related to police protection and is responsible for
constructing any infrastructure needed to serve the project. Therefore, impacts on police
protection services would therefore be considered less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.15a(iii) - Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times, or to other performance objectives for any of the public services - schools?
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Buildout of the General Plan will result in the addition of 8,020 households (single-family
and multi-family), with an additional population of approximately 24,860. Student
generation factors by household type shown in Table 3.4.15-3 are used to calculate future
enrollment. School size assumptions for households in the Planning Area are as follows:

e K-6:750 students per school
e 6-8: 800 students per school
e 9-12:1800 students per school

Table 3.4.15-3
Student Generation Factors

Household Type
Type Single Family Multi-family
Elementary School (K-6) 0.354 0.320
Middle School (7-8) 0.088 0.070
High School (9-12) 0.183 0.117
Total 0.625 0.507

Source: Lemoore Union Elementary School District and Lemoore Union High School District, 2006.

Government Code Section 65996 requires statutory developer fees as the exclusive means
of considering and mitigating impacts on school facilities. The developer will pay appropriate
impact fees at the time building permits are issued. Therefore, the impact would be less than
significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.15a(iv) - Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times, or to other performance objectives for any of the public services - parks?

Future parkland in Lemoore will come primarily from two sources:

¢ Neighborhood and community parks provided as a result of dedication by developers
in new development areas; and

e Other parkland provided through City acquisitions or contributions by public and
private sources.
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The number of parks and open spaces allocated under the General Plan, as shown is larger
than is required under current City park standards and the Quimby Act. This is in response
to the wish of Lemoore residents to have greater access to recreation facilities and a higher
quality of life.

The parkland goal will be achieved through parkland dedications in new subdivisions, at a
ratio of five acres per one thousand residents, and additional parkland at one acre per one
thousand residents, to be acquired by the City through private and public funding sources
and through impact fees. The system of parks and recreational facilities will be
geographically distributed throughout the City. With full buildout of the General Plan, 96
percent of Lemoore residents will live within one-quarter mile of a neighborhood park or
one-half mile of a community park (City of Lemoore, 2008).

See Impacts #3.4.14a-b. The project does not include new dwelling units and would not
induce population growth in the area. The project will be reviewed and approved in
compliance with the goals, policies, and implementation measures of the General Plan and
Lemoore City Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 7, Article N. Therefore, the project would have
a less-than-significant impact to the City park system.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.15a(v) — Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for
new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response
times, or to other performance objectives for any of the public services — other public
facilities?

Community facilities are the network of public and private institutions that support the civic
and social needs of the population. They offer a variety of recreational, artistic, and
educational programs and special events. New community facilities are not specifically sited
on the General Plan Land Use Diagram. Small-scale facilities are appropriately sited as
integral parts of neighborhoods and communities, while existing larger-scale facilities are
generally depicted as public/semi-public land use, as appropriate (City of Lemoore, 2008).

The proposed project does not include any impacts to other public facilities such as libraries,
hospitals or emergency medical facilities. The proposed project would comply with the goals,
policies, and implementation measures of the General Plan.
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MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.16 - RECREATION
Would the project:
a. Increase the use of existing neighborhood
and regional parks or other recreational
facilities such that substantial physical ] ] X ]
deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b. Include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational H ] X ]
facilities that might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

Discussion

Impact #3.4.16a - Would the project Increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

Currently, the Parks and Recreation Department of the City of Lemoore maintains
approximately 88 acres of parkland, which excludes the City-owned municipal golf course.
The City’s ponding basins, including the one adjacent to West Hills College, provide an
additional 38 acres of open space. The City’s current park standard for public parkland is five
acres of parkland per one thousand residents. With a population of 25,585 residents in 2015,
the City currently provides approximately five acres of parkland per one thousand residents.

Currently, there is a joint use agreement between the Lemoore Union Elementary and High
School Districts and the City to share facilities after school hours. School fields and facilities,
however, are not included as part of park land calculations.

See Impact #3.4.14a-b. and #3.4.15a(iv)-(v). The project will be reviewed and approved in
compliance with the goals, policies, and implementation measures of the General Plan and
Lemoore City Municipal Code Title 9, Chapter 7, Article N. Therefore, the project would not
increase the use of existing parks or the need to construct or expand existing recreational
facilities.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE
Impacts would be /less than significant.

Impact #3.4.16b - Would the project include recreational facilities or require the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect
on the environment?

See Impact #3.4.15a(iv)-(v). The project does not require the construction of any new
recreational facilities. Therefore, it would not generate an adverse physical effect on the
environment.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.17 - TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC
Would the project:
a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or
policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and [ O 4 [
pedestrian facilities?
b. Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision
(b)? [ [ X [
C. Substantially increase hazards due to a
geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves
or dangerous intersections) or incompatible [ O = [
uses (e.g., farm equipment)?
d. Result in inadequate emergency access? ] ] X ]

Discussion

Impact #3.4.17a - Would the project conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian
facilities?

Traffic during construction of the proposed facility would be minimal. It is anticipated that
the construction of the hoop houses and installation of the container that will house the
computer system will take approximately three to four months and approximately 25
people.

Once operational, the facility would be staffed with between 6-8 people daily, who will
perform routine plant maintenance activities. Daily traffic during these times would be
minimal, with staff arriving and leaving work between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. During
planting and harvesting, additional employees are needed; a crew of 20-30 employees would
be onsite during the same time period. Harvest and planting would occur three times a year
and last about a week each time. This activity would be consistent with other agricultural
activities. Truck deliveries of various project-related materials would occur throughout the
year. [t is anticipated that truck deliveries would be monthly, roughly 10-12 times per year.

Cannabis Cultivation Project September 2020
City of Lemoore Page 3-84



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

Transit

The project site and surrounding area is zoned for Light Industrial uses. The General Plan
does not include transit stops in the project area. The closest bus stop is the KART FLEX stop
No. 46 located on 19th Avenue in front of the Montgomery Crossing Apartments.

Bike

The project site and surrounding area is zoned for Light Industrial uses. The General Plan
does not include bike lanes in the project area. The closest bike lane is located along Bodega
Avenue, which is north of SR 198.

Roadways

The City of Lemoore General Plan states that most traffic studies are to use a LOS “D” as their
standard for traffic impact analysis purposes. Caltrans endeavors are to maintain a target
LOS at the transition between LOS “C” and LOS “D” on State highway facilities.

The Circulation Element of the General Plan contains design objectives for street standards
are as follows:

e To provide guidance for a system of public streets that will meet the City’s needs;

e To ensure that streets will fulfill their intended functions, consistent with the General
Plan, and support multiple modes of travel;

e To provide adequate traffic-carrying capacity, while minimizing width, to create
strong neighborhood character; and

e To create a system of sidewalks and bikeways which promote safe walking and
bicycle riding for transportation and recreation.

Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) Evaluation

The new CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) was adopted in December 2018
by the California Natural Resources Agency. These revisions to the CEQA Guidelines criteria
for determining the significance of transportation impacts are primarily focused on projects
within transit priority areas and shifts the focus driver delay to reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions, creation of multimodal networks, and promotion of a mix of land uses. Vehicle
miles traveled, or VMT, is a measure of the total number of miles driven to or from a
development and is sometimes expressed as an average per trip or per person.

To date, the City has not yet formally adopted its transportation significance thresholds or
its transportation impact analysis procedures. The proposed project would not generate or
attract more than 100 trips per day; therefore, it is not expected for the project to have a
potentially significant level of VMT. Therefore, impacts related to CEQA Guidelines section
15064.3. subdivision (b) would be less than significant.

The proposed cannabis cultivation within hoop houses is considered to be similar to the
agricultural and industrial uses in the area. The project is not expected to increase volume of
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traffic in the area and all parking would be onsite. The project is not open to the public, and
it is anticipated that employees will come from the area.

All street designs are subject to review and approval by the City Council, Planning
Department and Public Works Department. Therefore, the project will not conflict with a
program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

Mitigation is not required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.17b - Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

Please see Impact #3.4.17a, above. Impacts will be less than significant.
MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

Mitigation is not required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.17c - Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g.,
farm equipment)?

The project will be designed to current standards and safety regulations, and will be
constructed as to comply with the City and Caltrans regulations, and design and safety
standards of Chapter 33 of the California Building Codes (CBC) and the guidelines of Title 24
in order to create safe and accessible roadways.

Vehicles exiting the site will be provided with a clear view of the roadway without
obstructions. Specific design features will incorporate all applicable safety measures to
ensure that inadequate emergency access to the site or other areas surrounding the project
area would not occur.

Therefore, with the incorporated design features and all applicable rules and regulations, the
project will have a less-than-significant impact.
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MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.17d — Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?
See the discussion in Impact #3.4.9f.

State and City fire codes establish standards by which emergency access may be determined.
The proposed project would have to provide adequate unobstructed space for fire trucks to
turn around. The proposed project site would have adequate internal circulation capacity
including entrance and exit routes to provide adequate unobstructed space for fire trucks
and other emergency vehicles to gain access and to turn around.

The proposed project would not inhibit the ability of local roadways to continue to
accommodate emergency response and evacuation activities. The proposed project would
not interfere with the City’s adopted emergency response plan.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Cannabis Cultivation Project September 2020
City of Lemoore Page 3-87



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.18 - TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

Would the project:

a.  Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defined in Public Resources Code
Section 21074 as either a site, feature, place,
cultural landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and scope of the
landscape, sacred place, or object with
cultural value to a California Native American
tribe, and that is:

i. Listed or eligible for listing in the
California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in O X O O
Public Resources Code Section
5020.1(k), or

ii. A resource determined by the lead
agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence,
to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in [ & [ [
subdivision (c) of Public Resource
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the
resource to a California Native
American tribe.

Discussion

Impact #3.4.18a(i) - Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074 as either a site,
feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope
of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native American
tribe, and that is listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources,
or in a local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code Section
5020.1(k)?

Please see Impacts #3.4.5a, #3.4.5b, and #3.4.5d, above.
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A SLF search was requested to the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC). A
response was received from the NAHC on May 22, 2020, which indicated positive results. A
copy of that correspondence is included as Appendix A. The Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi
Yokut Tribe will be consulted with prior to project approval and Mitigation Measures MM
CUL-1 through CUL-4 will be implemented to reduce potential impacts to historical or
archaeological resources. Therefore, the project will have a less-than-significant impact.

NOTE: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead
agencies, and project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and
address potential adverse impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for
delay and conflict in the environmental review process. (See Public Resources Code Section
21083.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native American Heritage
Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code Section 5097.96 and the
California Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of
Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code Section 21082.3(c)
contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

With implementation of Mitigation Measures MM CUL-1 through MM CUL-4, the project
would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource
that is listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a
local register of historical resources.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

Implement MM CUL-1 through MM CUL-4.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impact would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

Impact #3.15.17a(ii) - Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074 as
either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of the
size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California
Native American tribe, and that is a resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion
and supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe?

Please see Impacts #3.4.5a, #3.4.5b, and #3.4.5d, above.

With implementation of Mitigation Measures MM CUL-1 through MM CUL-4, the project
would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource
that is a resource determined by the Lead Agency, in its discretion and supported by
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substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
Implement MM CUL-1 through MM CUL-4.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impact would be less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.19 - UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS
Would the project:
a. Require or result in the relocation or
construction of new or expanded water,
wastewater treatment, or stormwater
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or ] ] X ]

telecommunications facilities, the
construction or relocation of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to
serve the project and reasonably foreseeable
future development during normal, dry and O [ X O
multiple dry years?

c.  Resultin a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider that serves or may serve
the project that it has adequate capacity to n ] X n
serve the project’s projected demand in
addition to the provider's existing
commitments?

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or
local standards, or in excess of the capacity of n ] X 0]
local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

e. Comply with federal, State, and local
management and reduction statutes and ] ] X ]
regulations related to solid waste?

Discussion:

Impact #3.4.19a - Would the project require or result in the relocation or construction of
new or expanded water, wastewater treatment, or stormwater drainage, electric power,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation of which could
cause significant environmental effects?

The project would be constructed on land that has already been designated for industrial
development in the General Plan. The City has indicated that the infrastructure necessary to
serve the project is available and sufficient. The project is located within the planned service
area for the City services. However, the project does not propose to construct any permanent
structures at this time.
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Therefore, no additional sewer capacity would be required for the proposed project. Impacts
are considered less than significant.

The City of Lemoore belongs to the San Joaquin Valley Power Authority, which was formed
in November 2006, to develop and conduct electricity-related programs for the region. The
San Joaquin Valley Power Authority is the governing body authorized by Community Choice,
created by the California legislature in 2002, to provide an opportunity for local government
(cities, counties or combinations of cities and counties) to purchase electricity on behalf of
their residents and businesses. Community Choice is only for the purchase of electricity. The
delivery, metering, billing, operation and maintenance of wires and poles remains the
responsibility of PG&E within Lemoore (City of Lemoore, 2008).

There are existing transmission facilities adequate to meet present and projected demand in
the community. The project will connect to the existing transmission lines for electrical
power. Telecommunication requirements for the project are typical of this type of land use
and would not require any expansion or construction of new telecommunication facilities.

The proposed project would not require or result in the construction or expansion of existing
of new water, wastewater treatment, electrical or telecommunications facilities. Therefore,
the project would have a less-than-significant impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.19b - Would the project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and multiple dry
years?

As noted in Impact #3.4.10b, the Tulare Lake Subbasin total storage capacity is estimated to
be 17,100,000 acre-feet to a depth of 300 feet, and 82,500,000 acre-feet to the base of fresh
groundwater. According to the 2015 Urban Water Management Plan, the City’s 2015
maximum day demand is approximately 12.8 mgd. It is anticipated that the City has
sufficient water available to supply the project.

The project will connect to the existing water supply system. The usage of water would be
consistent with the City’s current demands. As noted previously, the project will comply with
City Municipal Codes related to water conservation, such as xeriscape landscaping, drip
irrigation, low flow toilets, water efficient appliances, etc. The proposed increase in water
usage at the project site is not anticipated to require the construction of new water facilities
or the expansion of existing facilities. Impacts would be less than significant.
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MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.19c - Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider that serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

Municipal Code Chapter 4, Section 8-4-1 notes that the development of land for urban uses
substantially accelerates the concentration of surface and stormwaters. The City has
established drainage fees to defray all or a part of the actual or the estimated cost of
constructing planned drainage facilities for the removal of surface and stormwaters from
drainage areas. However, the project does not propose any permanent structures,
bathrooms of other facilities. The project will be reviewed by the Department of Public
Works and any applicable drainage fees will be determined. The payment of the fees would
help reduce impacts of the project related to wastewater treatment.

The generation of wastewater and water would be consistent with the City requirements.
The proposed increase in water and wastewater usage at the project site is not anticipated
to require the construction of new water or wastewater treatment facilities or the expansion
of existing facilities. Impacts would be less than significant.

The site engineering and design plans for the proposed project would be required to
implement BMPs, comply with requirements of the City Building and development
standards.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.19d - Would the project generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

Implementation of the proposed project would result in the generation of solid waste on the
site, which would increase the demand for solid waste disposal. During construction these
materials, which are not anticipated to contain hazardous materials, would be collected and
transported away from the site to an appropriate disposal facility.
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Solid waste disposal for Lemoore is managed by Kings Waste and Recycling Authority
(KWRA). The City’s Refuse Division is responsible for solid waste collection services. The
majority of the City’s solid waste is taken to the Kettleman Hills nonhazardous landfill
facility, owned by Chemical Waste Management (CWMI). The facility is located south of
Lemoore and has an available capacity of 15.6 million cubic yards as of 2020 (Cal Recycle,
2020). KWRA is currently studying the future needs of solid waste services including
building a new landfill to be operated by CWMI near the existing site. The County has a 25-
year contract with CWMI to handle its solid waste until 2023 (City of Lemoore, 2008).

Cannabis waste is considered a type of organic waste. There are three State licensing
agencies that provide regulations for cannabis waste. These agencies include: Bureau of
Cannabis Control, CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing, and Manufactured Cannabis Safety
Branch. Based on these agency regulations, a cannabis cultivator is required to dispose of
cannabis waste in one of the following methods:

1. On-premises composting of cannabis waste;

2. Collection and processing of cannabis waste by a local agency, a waste hauler
franchised or contracted by a local agency, or a private waste hauler permitted by a
local agency;

3. Self-haul cannabis waste to one or more of the following:

a. A manned, fully permitted solid waste landfill or transformation facility;

b. A manned, fully permitted composting facility or manned composting operation;

c. A manned, fully permitted in-vessel digestion facility or manned in-vessel
digestion operation;

d. A manned, fully permitted transfer/processing facility or manned
transfer/processing operation;

e. A manned, fully permitted chip and grind operation or facility; or

f. Arecycling center as defined in Title 14, Section 17402.5(d) of the California Code
of Regulations and that meets the following:

e The cannabis waste received shall contain at least 90 percent inorganic
material;

e The inorganic portion of the cannabis waste is recycled into new, reused, or
reconstituted products which meet the quality standards necessary to be used
in the marketplace; and

e The organic portion of the cannabis waste shall be sent to a facility or
operation identified in subsection (c)(1) through (5).

4. Reintroduction of cannabis waste back into agricultural operation through on
premises organic waste recycling methods, including but not limited to tilling directly
into agricultural land and no-till farming.

As a cannabis-related business, the project will comply with all applicable local, State and
federal regulations regarding the appropriate disposal of cannabis-related waste products.
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There is sufficient capacity at the local landfill to accommodate project-related waste.
Therefore, project impacts would be less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.19e - Would the project comply with federal, State, and local management and
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

The 1989 California Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939) requires Kings County to
attain specific waste diversion goals. In addition, the California Solid Waste Reuse and
Recycling Access Act of 1991, as amended, requires expanded or new development projects
to incorporate storage areas for recycling bins into the proposed project design. Reuse and
recycling of construction debris would reduce operating expenses and save valuable landfill
space.

The project is subject to the solid disposal ordinance of the City of Lemoore as well as the
rules of the contracted waste franchise. The project is also subject to Title 4-Chapter 1 of the
Lemoore Municipal Code that regulates all solid waste activities from disposal, sorting, and
recycling of materials. The Lemoore Public Works-Refuse Department would provide refuse,
recycling and green waste collection services. Refuse service fees have been established and
would be charged by the City when services are requested.

The proposed project would not be expected to significantly impact Lemoore or Kings
County landfills. The proposed project would be required to comply with all federal, State,
and local statues and regulations related to solid waste. As stated in Impact #3.4.19d
Cannabis waste is considered a type of organic waste. There are three State licensing
agencies that provide regulations for cannabis waste. These agencies include: Bureau of
Cannabis Control, CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing, and Manufactured Cannabis Safety
Branch.

Therefore, implementation of the proposed project would result in a less-than-significant
impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
3.4.20 - WILDFIRE
If located in or near state responsibility areas or
lands classified as very high fire hazard severity
zones, would the project:
a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency n ] X n

response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant ] ] X ]
concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

c. Require the installation or maintenance of
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power
lines or Require the installation or n ] X ]
maintenance of associated infrastructure
(such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or

d. Expose people or structures to significant
risks, including downslope or downstream

flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff,
post-fire slope instability, or drainage [ [ X O
changes?

Discussion:

Impact #3.4.20a - Would the project substantially impair an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

The 2015 Kings County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) establishes emergency
procedures and policies and identifies responsible parties for emergency response in the
County, and includes the incorporated City of Lemoore (Kings County, 2015). The EOP
includes policies that would prevent new development from interfering with emergency
response of evacuation plans. The project will comply with all local regulations related to the
construction of new development that is consistent with the EOP.

The General Plan also provides guidance to City staff in the event of extraordinary emergency
situation associated with natural disaster and technological incidents (City of Lemoore,
2008). The project would also comply with the appropriate local and State requirements
regarding emergency response plans and access. The proposed project would not inhibit the
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ability of local roadways to continue to accommodate emergency response and evacuation
activities. The proposed project would not interfere with the City’s adopted emergency
response plan, therefore, there would be no impact.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.20b - Would the project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors,
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations
from a wildfire?

Wildfire hazard data for the Lemoore Planning Area is provided by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, as summarized in Table 3.4.20-1. The majority
of the City is considered to have either little or no threat or a moderate threat of wildfire.
Only one percent of the Planning Area currently has a high threat of wildfire. Wildfire hazard
present in the Planning Area should decrease as vacant parcels become developed.

Table 3.4.20-1
Existing Wildfire Hazards

Fire Hazards Acreage Percent of City Area
Little or No Threat 5,648 46
Moderate 6,494 53
High 85 1
Very High 0 0
Total 12,227 100

There are no other factors of the project or the surrounding area that would exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentration from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. Therefore, impacts would be less than
significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Impact #3.4.20c - Would the project, require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines?

See Impacts #3.4.20a and b, above.

The project may require the installation or maintenance of additional distribution lines to
connect the structures to the existing utility grid. However, the project would be constructed
in accordance with all local and State regulations regarding power lines and other related
infrastructure, as well as fire suppression requirements.

Therefore, the project would not exacerbate fire risk or result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment and impacts would be less than significant.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

No mitigation is required.

LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.

Impact #3.4.20d - Would the project, expose people or structures to significant risks,
including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire
slope instability, or drainage changes?

The project site is not located near the ocean or a steep topographic feature (i.e.,, mountain,
hill, bluff, etc.). Additionally, there is no body of water within the vicinity of the project site.
As shown in Figure 3.4.9-1, the project is not located within a FEMA 100-year floodplain.
According to FEMA, the site is located in an area of minimal flood hazard and has a less than
0.2 percent chance of an annual flooding. As such, the project would not place housing within
a 100-year flood hazard area as mapped on a federal flood hazard boundary or flood
insurance rate map or other flood hazard delineation map.

Therefore, the project will not expose people or structures to risks of flooding, landslides,
runoff, slope instability, or drainage changes.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
No mitigation is required.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant.
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Less than
Significant
Potentially with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

3.4.21 - MANDATORY  FINDINGS  OF
SIGNIFICANCE

a. Does the project have the potential to
degrade the quality of the environment,
substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife
population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or ] X ] ]
animal community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare or en-
dangered plant or animal, or eliminate
important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

b. Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable”
means that the incremental effects of a
project are significant when viewed in [ 2 o O
connection with the effects of past projects,
the effects of other current projects, and the
effects of probable future projects.)

C. Does the project have environmental effects
that would cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or O X O O
indirectly?
Discussion:

Impact #3.4.21a - Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal, or eliminate important examples of the major periods of
California history or prehistory?

As evaluated in this IS/MND, the proposed project would not substantially degrade the
quality of the environment; substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species; cause
a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels; threaten to eliminate a plant
or animal community; reduce the number or restrict the range of an endangered, rare, or
threatened species; or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory. Mitigation measures have been included to lessen the significance of

Cannabis Cultivation Project September 2020
City of Lemoore Page 3-99



Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

potential impacts. Similar mitigation measures would be expected of other projects in the
surrounding area, most of which share a similar cultural paleontological and biological
resources. Consequently, the incremental effects of the proposed project, after mitigation,
would not contribute to an adverse cumulative impact on these resources. Therefore, the
project would have a less-than-significant impact with mitigation incorporated.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

Implement MM BIO-1 through BIO-6, CUL-1 through CUL-4, GEO-1, HYD-1.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant with mitigation incorporated.

Impact #3.4.21b - Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects
of a project are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

As described in the impact analyses in Sections 3.4.1 through 3.4.20 of this IS/MND, any
potentially significant impacts of the proposed project would be reduced to a less-than-
significant level following incorporation of the mitigation measures. All planned projects in
the vicinity of the proposed project would be subject to review in separate environmental
documents and required to conform to the City of Lemoore General Plan, zoning, mitigate for
project-specific impacts, and provide appropriate engineering to ensure the development
meets all applicable federal, State and local regulations and codes. As currently designed, and
with compliance of the recommended mitigation measures, the proposed project would not
contribute to a cumulative impact. Thus, the cumulative impacts of past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future projects would be less than cumulatively considerable.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)

Implement MM BIO-1 through BIO-6, CUL-1 through CUL-4, GEO-1, HYD-1.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant with mitigation incorporated.

Impact #3.4.21c - Does the project have environmental effects that would cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

All the project’s impacts, both direct and indirect, that are attributable to the project were
identified and mitigated to a less-than-significant level. All planned projects in the vicinity of
the proposed project would be subject to review in separate environmental documents and
required to conform to State regulations, the City of Lemoore General Plan, Zoning
Ordinance, and Municipal Codes to mitigate for project-specific impacts. The project will
have the appropriate engineering to ensure the development meets all applicable federal,
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State and local regulations and codes. Thus, the cumulative impacts of past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future projects would be less than cumulatively considerable.
Therefore, the proposed project would not either directly or indirectly cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings because all potentially adverse direct impacts of the
proposed project are identified as having no impact, less-than-significant impact, or less-
than-significant impact with mitigation incorporated.

MITIGATION MEASURE(S)
Implement MM BIO-1 through BIO-6, CUL-1 through CUL-4, GEO-1, HYD-1.
LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Impacts would be Jess than significant with mitigation incorporated.
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NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100

West Sacramento,
California 95691

(916) 373-3710
nahc@nahc.ca.gov
NAHC.ca.gov

STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

May 22, 2020

Jaymie Brauer
Quad Knopf, Inc.

Via Email to: Jaymie.Brauer@gkinc.com
Via U.S. Mail to: Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe

Re: Native American Tribal Consultation, Pursuant to the Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52), Amendments
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Chapter 532, Statutes of 2014), Public
Resources Code Sections 5097.94 (m), 21073, 21074, 21080.3.1, 21080.3.2, 21082.3, 21083.09,
21084.2 and 21084.3, Lemoore Cannabis Cultivation Project, Kings County

Dear Ms. Brauer:

Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (c), attached is a consultation list of tribes
that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the above-listed
project. Please note that the intent of the AB 52 amendments to CEQA is to avoid and/or
mitigate impacts to tribal cultural resources, (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)) (“Public
agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural resource.”)

Public Resources Code sections 21080.3.1 and 21084.3(c) require CEQA lead agencies to
consult with California Native American tribes that have requested notice from such agencies
of proposed projects in the geographic area that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with
the tribes on projects for which a Notice of Preparation or Notice of Negative Declaration or
Mitigated Negative Declaration has been filed on or after July 1, 2015. Specifically, Public
Resources Code section 21080.3.1 (d) provides:

Within 14 days of determining that an application for a project is complete or a decision by a
public agency to undertake a project, the lead agency shall provide formal notification to the
designated contact of, or a tribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated
California Native American tribes that have requested notice, which shall be accomplished by
means of at least one written notification that includes a brief description of the proposed
project and its location, the lead agency contact information, and a notification that the
California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation pursuant to this section.

The AB 52 amendments to CEQA law does not preclude initiating consultation with the tribes
that are culturally and traditionally affiliated within your jurisdiction prior to receiving requests for
notification of projects in the tribe’s areas of traditional and cultural affiliation. The Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) recommends, but does not require, early consultation
as a best practice to ensure that lead agencies receive sufficient information about cultural
resources in a project area to avoid damaging effects to tribal cultural resources.

The NAHC also recommends, but does not require that agencies should also include with their
notification letters, information regarding any cultural resources assessment that has been
completed on the area of potential effect (APE), such as:

1. The results of any record search that may have been conducted at an Information Center of
the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS), including, but not limited to:
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e Alisting of any and all known cultural resources that have already been recorded on or adjacent to the
APE, such as known archaeological sites;

e Copies of any and all cultural resource records and study reports that may have been provided by the
Information Center as part of the records search response;

¢ Whether the records search indicates a low, moderate, or high probability that unrecorded cultural
resources are located in the APE; and

e If asurveyisrecommended by the Information Center to determine whether previously unrecorded
cultural resources are present.

2. The results of any archaeological inventory survey that was conducted, including:
e Anyreport that may contain site forms, site significance, and suggested mitigation measures.
All information regarding site locations, Native American human remains, and associated funerary
objects should be in a separate confidential addendum, and not be made available for public disclosure

in accordance with Government Code section 6254.10.

3. The result of any Sacred Lands File (SLF) check conducted through the Native American Heritage Commission
was positive. Please contact the Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe on the attached list for more information.

4. Any ethnographic studies conducted for any area including all or part of the APE; and

5. Any geotechnical reports regarding all or part of the APE.
Lead agencies should be aware that records maintained by the NAHC and CHRIS are not exhaustive and a negative
response to these searches does not preclude the existence of a tribal cultural resource. A tribe may be the only

source of information regarding the existence of a tribal cultural resource.

This information will aid tribes in determining whether to request formal consultation. In the event that they do, having
the information beforehand will help to facilitate the consultation process.

If you receive notification of change of addresses and phone numbers from tribes, please notify the NAHC. With your
assistance, we can assure that our consultation list remains current.

If you have any questions, please contact me at my email address: Nancy.Gonzalez-Lopez@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Nancy Gonzalez-Lopez
Cultural Resources Analyst

Attachment
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Native American Heritage Commission
Tribal Consultation List
August 11, 2020

Kings River Choinumni Farm Tribe Wuksache Indian Tribe/Eshom Vallev Band
Stan Alec Kenneth Woodrow. Chairperson

3515 East Fedora Avenue Foothill Yokuts 1179 Rock Haven Ct. Foothill Yokuts
Fresno . CA 93726 Choinumni Salinas . CA 93906 Mono

(5659) 647-3227 Cell kwood8934@aol.com Wuksache

(831) 443-9702

Santa Rosa Rancheria Tachi Yokut Tribe
Leo Sisco. Chairperson

P.O.Box 8 Tache
Lemoore . CA 93245 Tachi
Yokut

(559) 924-1278

Table Mountain Rancheria

Leanne Walker-Grant. Chairperson
P.O. Box 410 Yokuts
Friant . CA 93626
roennell@tmr.ora

(559) 822-2587

Table Mountain Rancheria

Bob Pennell. Cultural Resources Director
P.O. Box 410 Yokuts
Friant . CA 93626
rpennell@tmr.org

(559) 325-0351

(559) 217-9718 - cell

Tule River Indian Tribe
Neil Pevron. Chairperson
P.O. Box 589 Yokuts

Porterville . CA 93258
neil.peyron@tulerivertribe-nsn.gov

(559) 781-4271

This list is current only as of the date of this document and is based on the information available to the Commission on the date it was produced.
Distribution of this list does not relieve any person of statutory responsibility as defined in Section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety Code, Section 5097.
94 of the Public Resources Code and Section 5097.98 of the Public Resources Code.

This list applicable only for consultation with Native American tribes under Public Resources Code Sections 21080.3.1 for the proposed:
Lemoore Cannabis Cultivation Project, Kings County.
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